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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CELL 

India is a country of diversity. It is a hub of different religions, castes and cultures. 

However, the Indian society is characterized by a highly entrenched system of social 

stratification. It is these social inequalities that created the barriers of denial of access to 

materials, cultural and educational resources to the disadvantaged groups of society. These 

disadvantaged groups are SCs, STs, women, OBC (non-creamy layer), minorities and physically 

challenged persons. It is clear from the demographic factors that a large section of population of 

our country is still disadvantaged and marginalized. 

The Indian education system seems to have been oriented only to meet the requirement of 

one-third of the population, ignoring the interest of the rest. Indeed, historically education was 

confined to certain sections of the society and did exclude large sections of the population, 

making it highly undemocratic in matters of access. This exclusion in education created ever 

expanding disparities that adversely affected the disadvantaged groups of the society.  

Since higher education is a tool for social and economic equality, the UGC has been 

addressing national concerns of access, equality, while ensuring the standard of quality and 

relevance of education by implementing policies of the Government of India and promoting 

several schemes and programmes for the disadvantaged groups that would help in eliminating 

social disparities.   

India is potentially rich in human resources. To harvest the same and make the present 

education system inclusive, the degree of democratization of higher education has to be 

increased to a large extent. Further colleges should become more responsive to the needs and 

constraints of the disadvantaged social groups. Therefore, the UGC has planned to establish 

Equal Opportunity Centres in colleges.  

Fatima Mata National College was established for the enlightenment and social uplift of 

backward classes. It is one of the premier higher education institutions in the state. In order to 

cater to the needs of socially deprived sections in the society, the college constituted Equal 

Opportunity Cell as per the directions of UGC in June 2016. 
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