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Canadian Joumal of Lingui 63(3): 309-338, 2018

doi: 10.1017/cnj.2018.5

© Canadian Linguistic ! de 2018. This is an Open Access
article, distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Atribution licence (http://creativecommons.
arg/licenses/by/4.07). which permits re-use, and in any medium,
provided the original work is properly cited.

English vowel perception by Polish advanced
learners of English

ANNA BALAS
Faculty of English, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan
abalas@wa.amu.edu.pl

Abstract

This article examines English vowel perception by advanced Polish leamers of English in a
formal classroom setting (i.e.. they leamt English as a foreign language in school while living
in Poland). The stimuli included 11 English noncewords in bilabial (/bVb/), alveolar (/dVd/)
and velar (/gVg/) contexis. The participants, 35 first-year English maj were examined
during the performance of three tasks with English vowels: a categorial discrimination oddity
task, an L1 assimilation task (categorization and goodness rating) and a task involving rating
the (dis-)similarities between pairs of English vowels. The results showed a variety of assimila-
tiontypes ing to the Percept imilation Model (PAM) and the expected performance
in a discrimination task. The more difficult it was to discriminate between two given vowels, the
more similar these vowels were judged to be. Vowel contrasts involving height distinctions were
easier to discriminate than vowel contrasts with tongue advancement distinctions. The results
also revealed that the place of articulation of neighboring consonants had little effect on the per-
ceptibility of the tested English vowels, unlike in the case of lower-proficiency learners. Unlike
previous results for naive listeners, the present results for advanced learners showed no adher-
ence to the principles of the Natural Referent Vowel framework. Generally, the perception of
English vowels by these Polish advanced learners of English conformed with PAM’s predic-
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Oxford University Press,
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Welcome to FMNC Scientia et Sapientia the digital collection of the research output from Fatima Mata
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kFernandez, the first native Bishop of Quilon, with a view to providing facilities for higher [ a

education in the diocese. The college was formally inaugurated on the 29th of December,

1952 by His Eminence Norman Thomas Cardinal Gilory, Papal Legate to India. Best Library User of Decemnber

Library is the one of the center of attraction of Fatima Matha National College. The library
caters to academic needs of 2,400 students, 70 research scholars, 106 teachers (excluding
guest lecturers) and 34 members of the non-teaching staff. The college Library is located at

the center of the main building, and covers two floars. The library is divided into a graduate
section and post-graduate section in order to provide better facilities to students of higher
classes. A reading room, accessible to all, makes newspapers, journals and magazines easily
available. An Internet room provides free access 1o the net for teachers and post-graduate
students.

FMNC Scientia et Sapientia the digital repository of research output of the institute
available over college networks . Scientia et Sapientia which means Knowledge and
Wisdom in Latin is used to name this collection of Electronics Thesis , Published papers ,
conference papers, completed research projects and works in progress by the faculty
members and research scholars of the institution.

To cater to the information needs of this large community the library is having a collection
of more than 83000 books, NLIST databases, more than hundred periodicals, periodical
bound volumes, CD-Rom' s etc. The complete automation of library was completed in 2006
using LIBSOFT library Automation Software.
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